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Go to college: Should It Be the Law?
	Have you ever gotten pulled over by a police officer? Have you ever thought, does this cop know what he/she is doing? Have you ever wondered; how much schooling does a police officer need? Well most police officers need a high school diploma or something equivalent such as a G.E.D. But do they need more.  In my opinion yes, I think police officers need more education or maybe a degree like in trade work such as an electrician or plumber. Yes police officer’s go through the police academy but is it enough? Cops need to have a plethora of knowledge that could be vital to certain situations. To become a police officer you need to be 21 years of age leaving two to three years after high school that an individual can obtain knowledge to help him through the academy. Police officers also don’t have the greatest of salaries, having a college education could help with raising their income.
	Given the importance of reading/writing understanding (for court testimony and investigatory purposes), technological/computer competence, the ever changing legal environment and the constant scrutiny that police officers face, at least some college education should be mandatory, now so more than ever. However, it is not rational to expect this level of requirement without increasing police pay, which is often a problem for cash-strapped departments.
	An Associate’s Degree for recruits, a Bachelor’s for supervisors and a Master’s for administrator’s is not an impractical goal. It is certainly an improvement over our current system, which allows anyone to put themselves through the police academy with their own money and very little other requirements. In order for this ideal to be successful; however, the pay has to fall in line. 
	I hope in writing this that it doesn’t sound like I think police officers are smart. I believe they are smart but there is always room for improvement.  A police officers job is a very important one, to protect the public for harm and to keep the citizens of their area safe. By going through more schooling a police officer in my opinion is able to do that.  Like stated previously by getting a degree such as a trade degree where after the police academy they are able to be an apprentice and tag along with another officer and have to complete a certain number of hours before taking their state test. I am thankful for the police department and personally for the Murray police department for keeping my family and me safe.




	
