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Should the Electoral College Be Expelled Indefinitely?
	Everyone can remember our high school elections voting for our School president.  These School presidents are voted in by the student body.  Most School elections are done by popularity; whoever has more votes at the end of the day is your School President, right? Well in the United States of America that would be wrong.  How would you feel if because one class of students (freshman, sophomore, junior, senior) would have more body of the vote because they have more students in that class? Doesn’t seem right does it?  This is what the Electoral College does, the larger the population of a state the more electoral votes they receive.  In this essay I will touch on why this system should not be used when electing the President of the United States because: The Electoral College is outdated, a third party candidate cannot be elected, the nation is more informed on the issues and the candidate’s stance on those issues, and the larger populated states have more say in the election of our Nation’s President.
	The Electoral College that we use today was developed by our founding fathers of this great nation as an arrangement between a president elected by congress and one elected by popular vote by the U.S. Citizens.  The founding fathers were alarmed that if the president was elected by congress, he/she would feel a responsibility to them. They also sensed the American people were not well enough informed to elect our nation’s leader.  The founding fathers finally decided on an Electoral College that are made up of 538 electors from all 50 states and District of Columbia (435 Representatives, 100 senators and 3 from D.C.). Each state is granted the same number of Electoral Votes as representatives and senators in Washington. The District of Columbia has the same number of electoral votes as the least populated state, which at this time is Wyoming (3 Electoral votes). The most electoral votes from a state are California with 54 votes (52 Representatives, 2 senators). The result is on how to choose who these electors would vote for was up to the states. Most of these states would eventually decide to use the popular vote in their state go towards all the state’s electoral votes. Then there is a system for solving ties or failure to win a majority of the votes in that state is to send the vote to the House of Representatives.  Then, each state is given one vote to cast for president. A vote is taken until one candidate has a majority.
	This system of Electoral votes needs to be put to an end.  The American people are well enough informed about the issues and the stances of the candidates have on those issues without the help from the Electoral College.  The electors in the Electoral College don’t even make decisions anyway.  They literally just vote for the state’s popular vote, even though they are not legally obligated to do so. Even though the Electoral votes reflect the popular vote of that state, the opinions of the people are not always represented fully.  Some of these states elections are within tenths of a percent.  Say if in a state during an election one candidate has the popular vote of 50.3 percent and the runner up has the vote of 49.7 percent that means the candidate has only .6 percent more of the popular vote.  Why should all the electoral votes go to that candidate, that doesn’t fully represent the people of that state? 
	This system is very unfair to the third party candidate.  This candidate has very little chance of receiving any electoral votes.  Smaller states have much more power than the larger states. Let’s look at the largest state (California) and smallest (Wyoming). California has more than 60 times the population than Wyoming but only 18 times the electoral votes. If there are two candidates the president can be elected with 22 percent of the nation’s popular votes; If there is 3 candidates that drops to 15 percent.  An average election has a turnout of 49 percent of the nation votes. So, in theory this only represents 12 percent of the nation.  This system can elect a president without having the popular support of the nation and is a big reason this system should be done away or maybe modified. 
	The constitution affirms the choice of how to choose the electors is up to the states and can require the electors to vote a certain way.  The easiest way to change this system is to see what that states popular votes is delegated by the number of electoral votes a states has. For example Utah has 6 electoral votes and the popular vote for a candidate is 30 percent to 70 percent. Each candidate should get that percentage of electoral votes of that state. One candidate earning 1.8 (30%) and the other 4.2 (70%) This would also give a third party candidate more of a chance of a win. In the 1992 election, Ross Perot won 19 percent of the nation’s popular vote, but never received any electoral votes. 
	Mainly, the public opinion needs to be voiced. Joshua Spivak wrote an article for the L.A. Times titled “founder’s Choice: The Electoral College and stated: In 1968, a poll reflected that more than 80 percent of Americans wanted to have the Electoral College eliminated.  Since then similar opinions and polls have been shown throughout the years. The only negative that comes from this, is this goes against the constitution. We all know that a change in the constitution requires ratification by two thirds of the states. Because the smaller states have that extra bulk under the current system, this could never be ratified. 
	The action we need to make as Americans is to test a new system, but on smaller basis.  Testing to see if people like the new system, and can eventually take over this 200 year old system. This government should be for the people and by the people. We as Americans need to be able to elect our own leader without that decision being swayed.
	Now we are in the present day. Few make the claim that today’s electors do anything but vote the way the voters of their state intended them to.  This is primarily because electors are chosen on a political party basis and express extreme loyalty to the party they represent, thus making them unlikely to stray from the party’s nominee once elected.  However, the potential for a group of electors to disregard the spirit of the American people in any given election year is far too great of a risk.  Combine that with the fact that, in such an age of information, we should no longer need this type of safety net to overrule the popular will of the people. Makes it quite obvious that a Constitutional Amendment should be enacted to ensure a popular vote standard be put in place for all Presidential Elections.
	In conclusion, the Electoral College clearly stands as an inadequate system for electing the president. Election by popular vote, truly giving the people the choice, should be established in the electing of the president instead of the college.  Furthermore, the government’s choosing that the bigger the states, the more electoral votes they are to receive are a big mistake.  The United States has the technology to be one of the most efficient countries.  If we cannot elect a president thoroughly and correctly in our country then we fail in every way possible. Our founding fathers set forth a nation built on loyalty and freedom not insufficient tallying of votes.
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