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	When reading the NIDA report I couldn’t help but reflect on the way the media glorifies the use of drugs, especially marijuana. When working on the movie critique assignment I was a little shocked about how loosely the writers of the movie “Half Baked” had a stereotype that marijuana is not a drug or that it is not addictive.  When reading the NIDA report it stated:
“Young people are showing decreased perception that marijuana is dangerous. The growing perception of marijuana as a safe drug may reflect recent public discussions over medical marijuana and marijuana legalization.”
The media in movies, music and T.V. has given the image that marijuana isn’t harmful to us.  Yes, there are ads and public service announcements that are on commercials and on the radio that tell teenagers to shy away from this harmful substance. But, I believe the harmful influences outweigh the positive messages. Movies now from what they were 20 – 30 years ago are able to show much more about drug abuse today.  Now we have states that have legalized recreational use of marijuana. All these have contributed in the rise of marijuana use with high school students.
	This nation was doing a lot better from the years 1990 to 2000; we were able to see a decline in use of marijuana.  From the year 2007 we have seen a steady increase in marijuana use among high school senior from about 18 % in 2007 to 22.9 % in 2012.  The NIDA has reported that high school students are using marijuana rather cigarettes by 5%.  But high school students have found other ways to smoke tobacco using a hookah or rolling them up in small cigars, around 18 – 20% of them have smoked in the past year.  These facts are telling us we need to be aware drugs use with teenagers are growing and all we are doing is glorifying it with movies and T.V. shows.  When become parents or already are we need to make it known to our children at a young age that marijuana is harmful to our bodies.
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