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Gridiron Gang and the Symbolic Convergence Theory
For many decades the city of Los Angeles has had major problems with gangs. When a teen from this city joins a gang it could be because of their difficult home life or not being accepted by their peers.  These gangs get individuals in trouble with the law.  Some of these males get in trouble are younger than 18 making them not able to serve in an adult prison, but serve time in a detention center.  Narrated by actor Dwayne Johnson also playing the lead character Coach Sean Porter informs us: “Most sixteen/seventeen year old kids, they make a bad choice.  Something gets broken, they screw up in class, hurt somebody’s feelings, show up to the prom drunk. They get sent to the principle office, have their car keys taken away or get grounded.  Then there’s kids that make a bad choice, somebody ends up shot dead in a parking lot.  Those kids get sent here.” That place is the Kilpatrick Detention Center in Los Angeles.  Sean Porter often saw some of these young men back at the detention center.  Coach Porter had an idea to have some of these teenage boys get involved with the game of football. Coach Porter played football in college and wanted to use some of the concepts and theories learned can be used to bring hope into the future of these young men. In this essay I will compare the movie “Gridiron Gang” to Ernest Bormann’s Symbolic Convergence Theory.
By sharing common sharing common fantasies [or experiences], a collection of individuals is transformed into a cohesive group or in this case a football team.  This process is known as Symbolic Convergence, A theory founded by Ernest Bormann.  In 1949, when Bormann graduated from the University of South Dakota, he could not have known just how valuable his theory would become when dealing with the youth in Los Angeles.  At this time in their lives whether they knew it or not, this theory may have helped them join together as a team.  The Symbolic Convergence offers a group (team) perception that includes shared emotions, motives and meanings.  This theory explains these meanings, motives and emotions for action is co-produced by trying to make logic out of a common experience. In regards to this movie a successful football team. A successful team can be interpreted in a number of ways, which will be analyzed later.
	When Coach Porter picks who would benefit from being on the detentions centers football team, he gathers them together for a practice and to run plays.  Some of these individuals are from rival gangs on opposite sides of the city and use this time to get violent with each other.  Most of the other faculty members are unsure of the tactics used by Coach Porter.  Coach Porter names the football team the Mustangs and lets them know “You are all losers, but if you stick with the program you could all be winners at the end.”  This first practice also shows that most of these young men are out of shape and are unwilling to play as a team.
	The first game of the season arrives; the Mustangs are set to play against the best team in the league, Barrington High.  The game first starts out a success by forcing a fumble in the opening defensive drive, but end up losing the game by 38 points.  The Mustangs start the season 0 – 2. The season then turns around when the team start to work together to become successful by not seeing an enemy or rival gang member, but seeing a teammate.  Being from rival gangs Willie Weathers is from the 88’s and Kelvin Owens is from the 95’s are seen as teammates when they shake hands after a game winning touchdown when Kelvin makes a big block for Willie. Free a member of the 88’s is a friend of Willie’s. Free came to see Willie play and see’s that a member of the 95’s Kelvin is on the same team.  The two begin to argue and Free shoots Kelvin in the shoulder.  As Free prepares to put another bullet in Kelvin’s head, Willie of all people runs toward Free and tackles him to the ground to save Kelvin.  Free is shocked that Willie helped Kelvin and not him.  Free then ends up being shot by a nearby police officer.  The next game the Mustangs are to play will have to be without Kelvin because of the shot to the shoulder.  This game would be played against Barrington and go into halftime with a 14 – 0 Lead.  After an inspirational speech from Willie, the Mustangs make it to the championship game.  The championship game was not shown in the movie but is revealed that the Mustangs lost, “but nobody called them losers” related Coach Porter.
	In this movie “Gridiron Game” the director of the film Phil Joanou is directing this film that is based on a true story about the football coach Sean Porter who I’m unsure if he had an idea of the Symbolic Convergence Theory but knew of this inspirational story about young men destined to be criminals that had no future, until they were taught many important life lessons from the game of football. In the Symbolic Convergence Theory, fantasy themes are used to construct a rhetorical dream.  The word fantasy is different from what others tend to think of the word.  Others would sometimes describe this word being of a sexual nature.  But in sake of the theory it is meant to be a common goal.  The Gridiron Gang diverges from the theory because this is not a joint fantasy at first; rather this goal later was shown as soon as they first tasted victory and finally are shown what it feels like to be a winner.
	When first introduced to this theory I was unsure if this movie and theory were related.  I liked this movie because Coach Porter had a goal that was later the goal (or fantasy) of the whole team, and that was to be a successful football team.  The team or players was concerned with wins and loses. The coach was concerned with the life and future of his players and is shown when he said “Everybody listen up. The Gridiron is a football field. On the Gridiron, we do it my way, not your way. Your way got you here. Whatever gang you claim, whatever hood you’re from, this is your hood now.”  Coach Porter was able to illustrate he knows the way for the team to be triumphant, because as individuals didn’t work in the past.  When the film ended, being based on a true story, the film was able to show what happened to the players when the pads came off. Most of these young men were able to succeed on the field and off.  A lot of the players were able to be accepted by a high school and graduate. Coach Porter is then showed starting the same process with another group of troubled teens and getting them to be part of the Symbolic Convergence Theory and have the same goal and that is to become winners.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	This year in our communication class we are learning many different theories; it makes it easier to understand when we are able to relate it to an entertaining movie.  Many of these theories didn’t make sense to me at first.  This made me change my perspective on human communication because rather than being confused by book definitions we are able to see how this theory is used in our daily lives in action.
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